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CHAPTER XIII.
Comparison between the newspaper of 1777 and 1789. New Year's salutations. Scene at the Chatelet. Madame de Flahaut's boudoir. Stoppage of pensions. Lively discussion thereon in Madame de Stael's salon. Visit to the Comte de Chaste] lux. Message from the Parlement of Brittany. Morris examines table - ornaments for Washington. Decree in the Assembly concerning office-holding. Adherence to the constitution required. Riot in Paris. A handsome surtout for the table sent to Washington. Need of cultivating the taste of America, The Duchess of Orleans obliged to economize. The Cardinal de Rohan. The Bishop of Orleans. Marmontel. Letter to Washington. Morris writes a note on the situation of affairs for the king. Delivered to the queen by her physician. Anecdote of the king. He goes to the Assembly, Conversation with                      ^ Lafayette.
NOT the least important of the stirring events of the year just closed (1789) was the sudden development of the great and far-reaching power of journalism.    Already Marat,   Camille   Desmoulins,  Loustalot,   and  the                 * principal journalists of the Revolution, had forced themselves before the public ; and the genius of the Revolution had spoken through their medium with telling effect. There is a striking comparison between the first daily paper which was published in Paris in 1777, with its article on the " Almanac of the Muses," its letter describing some " Vagary of Voltaire's,'* " Two Facts," and a " Witty                  f Thing," and the violent organs of the Girondin party, or                  \ the power wielded by the pen of Camille Desmoulins,                  ? while the Revolution was in full swing.    And now was instituted what might almost be called the cult of the                  !1789, the brochure entitled, " Qu'est-ce qtie le Tiers Stat/1 until ten years later he was dismissed and placed in theStates in Paris.; in effect, he feels attached to his ;| plan, which is natural, but if adopted, I think it will work                                I evil to him as well as to the countiy, for the paper money must depreciate. He asks whether, in my opinion, the paper proposed by the committee will sustain its value. I tell him no, but that he had better let the plan of his opponents do the mischief. He seems to be convincedationale, Bouchez and Roux mention that Necker's project made but little sensation, as several of the journals did not even notice it.
